H6580

(15) An estimate of the date on which no
Federal offenders will remain under the
Commission’s jurisdiction.

(16) The Commission’s annual expenditures
for offenders in each type of case over which
the Commission has jurisdiction.

(17) The annual expenditures of the Com-
mission, including travel expenses and the
annual salaries of the members and staff of
the Commission.

(b) SUCCEEDING FISCAL YEARS.—For each of
fiscal years 2014 through 2018, not later than
90 days after the end of the fiscal year, the
United States Parole Commission shall re-
port to the Committees on the Judiciary of
the Senate and House of Representatives the
items in paragraphs (1) through (17) of sub-
section (a), for the fiscal year.

(¢) DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PAROLE FAILURE
RATE REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the United
States Parole Commission shall report to the
Committees on the Judiciary of the Senate
and House of Representatives the following:

(1) The parole failure rate for the District
of Columbia for the last full fiscal year im-
mediately preceding the date of the report.

(2) The factors that cause that parole fail-
ure rate.

(3) Remedial measures that might be un-
dertaken to reduce that parole failure rate.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

————
DO NO HARM

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, prior to being elected to
Congress, I worked 28 years as a health
care provider. Through working to pro-
vide patients with the best possible
care, one of the earliest lessons I
learned was the principle of Do No
Harm. The Nation would benefit great-
ly if those elected to public service fol-
lowed this same principle. Unfortu-
nately, this principle has been seri-
ously violated throughout the govern-
ment funding debate.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
were harmed when President Obama
failed to come to the negotiating table
until 11 days after the shutdown oc-
curred. The American people were
harmed when the administration pur-
posely sought to ‘““‘win” the shutdown
by causing as much pain as possible be-
fore seeking to reopen the government.

“It’s a cheap way to deal with the
situation. We’ve been told to make life
as difficult for people as we can. It’s
disgusting,” stated an angry Park
Service ranger in Washington, accord-
ing to The Washington Times.

This is not public service; this is a
public injustice. It is time to do no
more harm. It is time to end the poli-
tics and start solving problems. The
American people deserve as much.

———

SHUTDOWN’S RIPPLING EFFECT

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, the devastating effect of the
shutdown is now rippling beyond the
Federal workforce.

Last week it was learned that sci-
entists at Lawrence Livermore and
Sandia National Laboratory who work
as Federal contractors will be fur-
loughed this week. This is the largest
employer in the 15th Congressional
District, and their job is to uphold the
national security mission of the United
States, maintain our nuclear weapons
stockpile, and provide energy security.

I flew home yesterday to hold a town
hall meeting for Sandia and Livermore
employees, and the room was filled
with fear and anxiety about how they
would meet their bills and obligations
and what they would do next.

Enough is enough. The responsible
thing to do is to end the government
shutdown and put back to work our
Federal workforce and our government
contractors.

I have sent a letter to Secretary
Ernie Moniz of the Department of En-
ergy asking that we guarantee back
pay for the furloughed workers at Law-
rence Livermore and Sandia National
Laboratory.

This ripple will continue as long as
this shutdown goes on. The responsible
thing to do is to end this shutdown,
make sure that the cause of science is
advanced at Lawrence Livermore and
Sandia, and we put back to work these
hardworking individuals who are serv-
ing the national mission.

———

ODD COINCIDENCE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I re-
ceived the following email from a con-
stituent who forwarded me comments
from a former government worker:

As a former government employee, I have
worked for the government for over 40 years.
During that time I became familiar with req-
uisitions, bidding, and awarding contracts. It
is time-consuming with bean counters and
pencil neck bureaucrats. A request takes
months, not days or even hours. In less than
8 hours of the shutdown, miraculously pro-
fessionally printed 3x4 signs—with logos—ap-
peared all over the country in the 1000s say-
ing: ‘“This park facility closed due to govern-
ment shutdown.”

There has not been a government shutdown
in 17 years. Signs had to be designed, requi-
sitioned, and bids had to go out, approved
and contracts signed; then the signs were
made and distributed. Either this is the most
efficient thing the Federal Government has
ever done, or this quick shutdown was
planned and determined months ago.

Mr. Speaker, if the writer is accu-
rate, this is an interesting and odd co-
incidence, don’t you think?

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from
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Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Tonight the coun-
try is facing great challenges—the
challenges of ObamaCare, of runaway
spending here in Washington, and of
our fiscal crisis that is increasing our
debt over and over again. Now is the
time for solutions, and now is the op-
portunity that we have to get things
right and to turn things around. I am
looking forward tonight to visiting
with my colleagues about the chal-
lenges we have before us as well as the
opportunities.

You know, this situation that we are
in today kind of reminds me of a story
that I heard a few years ago. I think it
is very fitting to this time in history.
This is a true story. There was a man
who went hunting with his dog many
years ago; and as he walked through
the great outdoors and came back from
his hunting trip, he noticed that his
pants were covered with something
that in Missouri we call cockleburs. If
you are not from Missouri or that part
of the country, it is basically a weed,
and it leaves very prickly seed pods
that are about the size of a dime. And
they will stick to anything from your
clothes to your pet’s fur, or anything
else that happens to brush against it as
it passes by the weed.

So this man got to looking at all of
these cockleburs on his pants and his
dog when he got back, and he was try-
ing to pull them off and clean them off.
And then he stopped a minute and got
to look at that cocklebur and he got to
thinking: What is it that causes this
cocklebur to stick so well? And he won-
dered, is there a way we could use that
same format to help provide some solu-
tions.

He thought about some friends who
had arthritis, that had trouble but-
toning up their shirt or zipping things.
He thought about young children, and
they have trouble fastening things to-
gether. And he thought, I wonder if we
could take this challenge of this cock-
lebur and make an opportunity out of
it.
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Do you know what he did? He in-
vented something we all use every day
called ‘““Velcro.” He laid the ground-
work for what I think we need to do
here in Washington: take the chal-
lenges before us and use them as an op-
portunity in this point in history to
create a better health care system that
addresses Americans’ needs, that gets
spending under control, makes govern-
ment more efficient and more effective,
and it also addresses our long-term
debt and reverses course so that we
will get out of debt as a Nation and
balance the budget. This is the oppor-
tunity that we have before us.

Before my colleagues share their
thoughts on this, I want to talk just a
minute about the challenges that we
have in ObamaCare. There are so many
reasons that at this time in history we
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